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ABSTRACT

Solid waste management is an important and-gu@vingproblem. WEEE is a waste
stream with rapid development which poses many risks to human health and
the environment due to the complex composition that is certain expected
to differ significantly because of technologicand legal developments
(prohibiting use of certain hazardous chemicals,-design appliances). The
combination of hazardous substances in this species with the increasing growth
of WEEE, makes WEEE one of the most difficult wastreams as regards their
management, which should be done in a prescribed manner. Until few years ago their
management was problematic because it was mainly focused on landfill,
incineration and recovery in contrast to the managemkrioday where
landfill is the last option and the first and foremost is prevention. Recently the
necessary legislative framework was established at European and national level
for proper management. In 2004 in Greece was lested the first institution of
alternative management of WEEE. Within the EU, the treatment practices for
recycling vary considerably. In some EU countries, these technologies flourish, while
in others there is practically no experience. A very imponpanblem that needs an
immediate resolution is illegal exports of vast amounts of electronic waste at
developing countries, on the pretext of reuse, often being treated in unsafe
conditions, even by kids. At the same timeort$f are made by different
companies around the world to undertake the namagt of products after the end

of their lifetime.
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SOURG
ED DESTIMATION @

There is currently no system for tracking legal or illegal (under international law) shipments of electronic waste, and
therefore, there is no quantitative data on volemes or even all of the true destinations. Some electronic waste is shipped
as “working equipment” only to end-up as waste upon arrival. This map indicates information collected through investi-
gations by organizations such as the Basel Action Network, Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition, Toxics Link India, SCOPE (in
Pakistan), Greenpeace and others.
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